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Dragons' Den is a British television series based on the original Japanese idea which has been sold around the world.

Entrepreneurs pitch for investment in the Den from our dragons, five venture capitalists willing to invest their own money in exchange for equity. It’s a question of risk and return, investment is always potentially a loss-maker.
Contestants think they have a viable and potentially profitable business idea but need funding to enter the market, or are already trading but need additional funds for marketing or expansion. They are required to specify the amount of investment they are asking. If they fail to attract investors, they leave with nothing.
In exchange for the investment, the contestants offer equity in their business, and again this must be declared at the beginning of the pitch. If the dragons see potential for a return on their investment, negotiations then take place around the percentage on offer, with the contestant having the opportunity to negotiate further, accept any offers, or simply walk away.

Dragons can also offer a percentage of the money requested if they do not wish to commit the full amount, leaving the other dragons free to do the same. This can lead to the contestant receiving the financial backing of more than one dragon, with the benefit of more expertise and business acumen.
Dragons do not appreciate company over-valuations. If they do not wish to invest, they declare ‘I’m out!’, a phrase which has become very fashionable in business and general life because of this programme.
Now answer these questions:
1. What is the basic idea of the programme?
2. What are the rules of Dragons’ Den detailed in this article?
3. Do the dragons offer loans?
4. Can contestants accept a lower offer than that they are pitching for?
Many of these terms will not be new to you, however how accurately can you define them? For example:

A venture capitalist is a person who invests in many different start-ups knowing that some may fail but that one or two will be very successful
Now define these expressions:
· pitch for investment
· a loss-maker
· a return on your investment
· business acumen
· over-valuation

What other options do entrepreneurs have to secure investment for their businesses?

How do new companies achieve funding and investment in your country?
What do they have to prove before a bank or individual will invest?

What type of business or market is good to invest in and why?

